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Respiratory issues Bladder and bowel related 
emergency admissions

...with an average length of stay of 7.7 days

Total emergency 
admissions

Emergency admissions are rising

people with MS 
living in England1

105,540

30,310

18,305

Focus on
prevention

£15m
on emergency

admissions

£2,558
per admission

Urinary tract infections

£2,697
per admission

The most common reasons for emergency MS admissions are often preventable with 
patient risk stratification and proactive care: infections (urinary tract and respiratory), 
bowel problems (including constipation), and MS itself (including MS relapse).
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People with MS admitted 
as an emergency in 
2018/19 - nearly one 
person in five
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Multiple Sclerosis: Raising the bar

Emergency hospital admissions 2018/19

average number 
of emergency 
admissions per 
person admitted 
at least once
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Prevalence of MS in the UK1,3

Prevalence estimates1,3
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RRMS PPMS SPMS

89,709 15,831 70,395

Wales

RRMS PPMS SPMS

4,752 839 3,739

Northern Ireland

RRMS PPMS SPMS

4,106 725 3,222

Scotland

RRMS PPMS SPMS

13,385 2,363 10,505
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85%
have relapsing 
remitting MS 

(RRMS) at onset

15%
have primary 

progressive MS 
(PPMS) at onset


